
Organizational Board Meeting 

September 17, 2012 

 

The organizational meeting of the Maquoketa Valley Board of Education was called to order by 

Superintendent Tuetken at 7:00 at the Middle School Conference Room in Delhi, Iowa.  All motions 

carried unanimously unless otherwise noted.  All board members were present, eleven staff members 

present and three visitors. 

 

Ann Norton, Michelle Grimm, Marla Wulfekuhle and Ali Scherrman gave a brief presentation on their 

approach to literacy at the Middle School level.  A “ workshop” approach to teaching language, writing 

and reading has been implemented in the seventh grade this year and will be implemented during the 

second semester in the eighth grade.  The program has evolved as a result from many staff members 

attending PLC training this summer.   

 

The first order of business was to elect the officers for the 2012-2013 school year.  Supt. Tuetken called 

for nominations for President of the Board of Directors.  John Zietlow was elected as President and Chris 

Huber was elected as Vice-President. 

 

The meeting agenda was approved.  The consent items were approved. 

 

The board set the monthly meeting date and time for the 2012-2013 year as the third Monday of each 

month.  Meetings will begin at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The August 29th professional development afternoon focused on reviewing the districts progress with 

Iowa Core and connecting the Iowa Core to the work of the PLC’s as well as to the district’s mission and 

vision statement.  Ann Norton presented the board with a presentation that was shared with staff on 

that day.   

 

The district will begin administering MAP tests to students in grades 3-10 during a three-week testing 

window beginning September 24th.   

 

Mrs. Morrison reported that she has completed the district’s C-Plan.  The C-Plan stands for 

“Consolidated Plan” which is a newly formed report required by the Iowa Department of Education in 

order to help simplify the submission of various annual reports .   

 

Preschool BBQ’s have been planned for Monday, September 24th in Johnston and Thursday, September 

27th in Earlville. 

 

Mrs. Becker reported that she recently submitted a request for the STEM Grant.   The Iowa Governor’s 

STEM Advisory Council has budgeted $450,000 for NE Iowa schools to incorporate 12 selected programs 

that focus on the STEM concepts.  After Mrs. Becker reviewed the approved programs, she elected to 



write a grant in order to get the CASE curriculum into the agriculture education program.  The district 

should learn if we were awarded the grant by October 1st.   

 

The Middle School and High School have implemented a three-week progress report which replaces the 

midterm report.  Parents will now be informed of their child’s progress at weeks three, six and nine of 

each quarter.  After teachers submit their progress reports to the office, they are compiled by the 

building secretary.  Then Kevin Kudrna, Barb Hollinrake, Jill McDerrmott, Brenda Becker and Supt. 

Tuetken meet with students receiving deficiencies in order to determine a place of action to help the 

student improve.   

 

The Board approved the FY12 Special Education Modified Allowable Growth application.   

 

One open enrollment in was approved. 

 

2012-2013 fund raising activities were approved. 

 

Doug Dabroski and John Zietlow were nominated to serve on the district audit committee.  The 

committee will begin meeting in October prior to the regular board meeting.   

 

The board approved, Dawn Mausser, Vo-Ag instructor permission to take students to the World Dairy 

Expo in Madison, Wisconsin on October 2nd.   Our students will be participating in the Dairy Cattle and 

Dairy Foods contests.  The board also approved Mrs. Mausser to take students to the National FFA 

Convention in Indianapolis on October 23rd – 27th. 

 

A hearing was set for October 15th at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of considering an early start date for the 

2013-2014 school year. 

 

John Zietlow was elected as the 2012-2013 Maquoketa Valley designee on the County Conference 

Board.   

 

The board approved the District Developed Service Delivery Plan Committee members. 

 

West Delaware will be hosting the County Board of Directors Work Session in which area Senators and 
Representatives will attend.  This will take place on October 30th.   
 
The next Lighthouse meeting is scheduled for October 1st.  The board took a few minutes to discuss the 
“Self Assessment for Board Behaviors” survey they each completed.  Results were compiled and further 
discussion of the results will take place on the October 1st meeting. 
 
The board will be attending the 2012 IASB Convention in Des Moines on November 14th and 15th. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 p.m.   

 


