
MAQUOKETA VALLEY CSD

Language Arts Standards & Benchmarks

Kindergarten Language Arts

KINDERGARTEN - Writing
Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process to write for a variety of purposes and audiences.
K.1.1 Draws, dictates and/or writes a logical sequence of events.
K.1.2 Draws, dictates, and/or writes descriptions of familiar persons, places, objects, or experiences.

Standard 2:  Uses the grammatical and mechanical conventions of written language.
K.2.1  Prints numbers and letters (upper and lower case).
K.2.2  Prints own name.
K.2.3  Uses directionality of print in writing (e.g. left to right, top to bottom).

KINDERGARTEN - Study Skills
Standard 3:  Uses a variety of print and non-print resources to locate and gather information.
K.3.1  Generates questions about topics of personal interest.

KINDERGARTEN - Reading
Standard 4:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process.
CP - Concepts of Print:  Understands that print conveys meaning
K.4.1  Knows that printed letters and words represent spoken language.
K.4.1a.  Recognize environmental print.
K.4.1b.  Understands how books work, knows the parts of books and their functions (ex:  front and back, left to right progression, return 
sweep, one-to-one correspondence)
K.4.1c.  Begins to track print when listening to familiar text being read, or when rereading familiar text.
PA-Knowledge of Phonemic Awareness
K.4.2  Demonstrates understanding that spoken words consist of sequences of phonemes.
K.4.3 Produce rhyming words and recognize pairs of rhyming words.
K.4.4  Isolate initial consonants in single-syllable words.
K.4.5  Segmentation of sounds; fully separates sounds by saying each sound (phoneme).
K.4.6  Given spoken segments can merge them into a meaningful target word 
(e.g. when teacher stretches out m-o-m, the child can blend it together as mom)

Ph  -  Phonics:  Relationship between letters and sounds
K.4.7 Understands letter and sound correspondence.
K.4.8  Knows letters of the alphabet (uppercase and lowercase).
K.4.9 Can recognize and say the common sounds of letters and write a letter that goes with a spoken sound.
K.4.9a.  Uses their knowledge of sounds and letters to write phonetically, (inventoried or temporary spelling) representing consonant 
sounds with single letters in the correct sequence.
RW -  Reading Words
K.4.10 Reads a list of grade-defined words
K.4.10a.  Reads familiar texts emergently (i.e. not necessarily verbatim from the print alone)

Standard 5:  Reads, interprets, & responds to a variety of literary & informational texts. 
F - Fluency
K.5.1 Read “emergently” or “reread” a favorite story.
V - Vocabulary
K.5.1a.  Notice words they don't know when they are read to & figure out what the words mean from how they are used.
K.5.1b.  Learns and uses new words everyday from talk and books read aloud.
C - Comprehension
K.5.2  Demonstrates comprehension (answer questions, sequence pictures, or recall details.)
Reading Habits and Motivation
K.5.3  Selects stories for personal enjoyment and knowledge.

KINDERGARTEN - Speaking & Listening
Standard 6:  Uses speaking and listening strategies for a variety of purposes.
K.6.1  Listens and follows directions.
K.6.2  Listens for a variety of purposes.
K.6.3  Listens to a variety of forms of oral language.
K.6.4  Speaks in a variety of settings.
K.6.5  Asks and responds to questions.



First Grade Language Arts

GRADE 1 - Writing
Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process to write for a variety of purposes and audiences.
1.1.1  Dictates or writes a logical sequence of events (beginning, middle, and ending).
1.1.2  Dictates or writes descriptions of familiar people, places, objects, or experiences.

Standard 2:  Uses the grammatical and mechanical conventions of written language.
1.2.1  Prints numbers and letters with spacing between words and sentences.
1.2.2  Knows the basic conventions of capitalization.
1.2.3  Knows the basic conventions of punctuation.
1.2.4 Spells high-frequency, age-appropriate words.
1.2.5  Recognizes basic sentence patterns to construct complete sentences.

GRADE 1 - Study Skills
Standard 3:  Uses a variety of print and non-print resources to locate and gather information.
1.3.1  Uses a variety of print and non-print of sources to gather information.
1.3.2  Generates questions about topics of interest.

GRADE 1 - Reading
Standard 4:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process.
PA-Knowledge of Phonemic Awareness
1.4.1  Blends onsets and rimes to form words (i.e. change “hat” to “cat”).
1.4.2  Blend or segment the phonemes of most one-syllable words.
1.4.3  Substitutes letters in any position to form a new word (i.e., “fort” to “fork”, “bat” to “but”
Ph  -  Phonics:  Relationship between letters and sounds
1.4.4  Uses basic elements of phonetic analysis (e.g., initial vowel and consonant sounds, rhyming sounds, vowel sounds, beginning and 
ending consonants, letter substitution, blends, word families) to decode unknown words.
1.4.5  Accurately decodes regular, one-syllable words and nonsense words (“sit”, “zot”)
1.4.6  Uses letter-sound correspondence knowledge to sounds out unknown words when reading text.
RW - Reading Words
1.4.7 Reads a list of grade-defined words.

Standard 5:  Reads, interprets, and responds to a variety of literary and informational texts. 
F -  Fluency
1.5.1  Independently read aloud from books that have been previewed for them using intonation, pauses, and emphasis that signal the 
structure of the sentence and the meaning of the text.
V - Vocabulary
1.5.2  Uses context clues to decode unknown words.
1.5.3  Uses picture clues to decode unknown words and meanings.
1.5.4  Recognizes age-appropriate sight words.
C - Comprehension
1.5.5 Comprehends what is read (through retelling, predicting, or drawing conclusions).
1.5.6 Identifies setting, main characters, and main idea in stories.
Reading Habits and Motivation
1.5.7 Selects reading material as a way to gain information and enjoyment.

GRADE 1 - Speaking and Listening
Standard 6:  Uses speaking and listening strategies for a variety of purposes.
1.6.1  Listens and follows directions.
1.6.2  Uses complete sentences to express ideas or ask questions in oral communication.
1.6.3  Follows basic rules of conversation.
1.6.4  Listens and responds to a variety of media.
1.6.5  Speaks in a variety of settings.
1.6.6  Knows patterns of sounds in oral language.



Second Grade Language Arts

GRADE 2 - Writing
Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process to write for a variety of purposes and audiences.
2.1.1  Writes with a logical sequence of events (beginning, middle, and ending).
2.1.2  Writes detailed descriptions of familiar people, places, objects, or experiences.
2.1.3  Uses correct mechanics to produce written work (punctuation and mechanics).
2.1.4  Uses correct grammar to produce written work.

Standard 2:  Uses the grammatical and mechanical conventions of written language.
2.2.1  Prints numbers and letters with spacing between words and sentences.
2.2.2  Knows the basic conventions of capitalization.
2.2.3  Knows the basic conventions of punctuation.
2.2.4 Spells high-frequency, age-appropriate words.
2.2.5  Uses basic sentence patterns to construct complete sentences.

GRADE 2 - Study Skills
Standard 3:  Uses a variety of print and non-print resources to locate and gather information.
2.3.1  Uses a variety of print and non-print of sources to gather information.
2.3.2  Generates questions about topics of interest.

GRADE 2 - Reading
Standard 4:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process.
Ph  -  Phonics:  Relationship between letters and sounds
2.4.1 Uses word structures (e.g. syllabication, basic prefixes, suffixes, consonant blends, vowel patterns, root words) to decode unknown 
words.
RW - Reading Words
2.4.2 Reads a list of grade-defined words

Standard 5:  Reads, interprets, and responds to a variety of literary and informational texts. 
F - Fluency
2.5.1 Reads accurately using the cues of punctuation - including commas, periods, question marks, and quotation marks along with 
intonation to guide them in gaining meaning and fluently reading aloud.
V- Vocabulary
2.5.2 Uses context clues to infer the meaning of new and unfamiliar words.
2.5.3 Recognizes age-appropriate sight words.
C- Comprehension
2.5.4 Uses self-correction strategies when confused by text.
2.5.5 Makes predictions, inferences, and draws conclusions.
2.5.6 Identifies basic story elements (setting, character, plot).
Reading Habits and Motivation
2.5.7 Selects a variety of reading material (non-fiction, fiction, poetry).

GRADE 2 - Speaking and Listening
Standard 6:  Uses speaking and listening strategies for a variety of purposes.
2.6.1 Listens and responds to oral directions.
2.6.2  Ask questions to clarify.
2.6.3 Uses strategies to contribute to discussions.
2.6.4  Speaks for different purposes.
2.6.5  Uses different voice level, phrasing, and intonation for different situations.

Third Grade Language Arts

GRADE 3 - Writing
Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process to write for a variety of purposes and audiences.
3.1.1  Writes in a variety of formats (friendly letter, personal narrative, and story).
3.1.2  Uses correct mechanics to produce written work (punctuation and mechanics).
3.1.3  Uses correct mechanics to produce written work (grammar).

Standard 2:  Uses the grammatical and mechanical conventions of written language.
3.2.1  Forms letters in cursive.
3.2.2  Knows conventions of capitalization.
3.2.3  Knows conventions of punctuation.
3.2.4  Uses spelling patterns to spell new words.
3.2.5  Uses parts of speech in writing.
3.2.6  Writes a complete sentence.



GRADE 3 - Study Skills
Standard 3:  Uses a variety of print and non-print resources to locate and gather information.
3.3.1  Identifies the various parts of a book to locate information.
3.3.2 Uses text organizers to locate information in text.
3.3.3  Uses variety of print and non-print sources to gather information.

GRADE 3 - Reading
Standard 4:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process.
Ph - Phonics
3.4.1*  Uses letter-sound knowledge and structural analysis to decode words (i.e. syllabication, vowel patterns, affixes)
3.4.2  Infers word meaning from taught root words, prefixes, and suffixes.
RW - Reading Words
3.4.3. Reads a list of grade-defined words.

Standard 5:  Reads, interprets, and responds to a variety of literary and informational texts. 
F - Fluency
3.5.1  Reads accurately using the cues of punctuation - including commas, periods, question marks, and quotation marks along with 
intonation to guide them in gaining meaning and fluently reading aloud.
V - Vocabulary
3.5.2  Uses context clues (e.g., known words, phrases, structures) to infer the meaning of new and unfamiliar words.
C - Comprehension
3.5.3  Uses self-correction strategies when confused by text (e.g., reads on, rereads, tries an alternate pronunciation, asks questions and 
uses picture clues).
3.5.4*  Summarizes basic story elements (setting, characters, plot,).
3.5.5*  Identifies the main idea, details, and sequence of events of a story.
3.5.6*  Draw conclusions, makes inferences, and predicts and revises outcomes.
3.5.7*  Identifies cause and effect.
Reading Habits and Motivation
3.5.8 Selects a variety of reading materials (e.g. nonfiction, fiction, poetry)

GRADE 3 - Speaking and Listening
Standard 6:  Uses speaking and listening strategies for a variety of purposes.
3.6.1  Speaks for different purposes.
3.6.2  Listens for a specific purpose.
3.6.3  Uses basic listening strategies.
3.6.4  Uses strategies to communicate to an audience.

Fourth Grade Language Arts

GRADE 4 - Writing
Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process to write for a variety of purposes and audiences.
4.1.1  Uses correct paragraphing in written work.
4.1.2  Writes in a variety of formats.
4.1.3  Uses correct mechanics to produce written work (punctuation & capitalization)
4.1.4  Uses correct grammar to produce written work.

Standard 2:  Uses the grammatical and mechanical conventions of written language.
4.2.1 Knows conventions of capitalization.
4.2.2 Knows conventions of punctuation.
4.2.3  Uses a variety of spelling patterns to spell new words.
4.2.4  Uses a variety of sentence lengths and structures to express ideas.
4.2.5  Writes in cursive.

GRADE 4 - Study Skills
Standard 3:  Uses a variety of print and non-print resources to locate and gather information.
4.3.1  Uses print and non-print sources appropriate to the task. 
4.3.2  Uses the various parts of a book to locate information.

GRADE 4 - Reading
Standard 4:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process.
WA -  Word Analysis
4.4.1  Decodes words using phonetic and structural analysis (i.e. affixes, syllabication, vowel patterns, complex word families).
4.4.2  Uses knowledge of root words, word origins, derivations, synonyms, antonyms, and idioms to determine meaning of words and 
phrases.
RW - Reading Words
4.4.3  Reads a list of grade-defined words.



Standard 5:  Reads, interprets, and responds to a variety of literary and informational texts. 
F - Fluency
4.5.1  Accurately reads with a rhythm, flow, and meter that sounds like everyday speech.
4.5.2 Varies reading rate to match purpose and difficulty of text.
V - Vocabulary
4.5.3 Uses context clues to infer the meaning of new and unfamiliar words.
C - Comprehension
4.5.4  Uses self-correction strategies when confused by text (e.g. reads on, rereads, tries an alternate pronunciation, asks questions, uses 
resources, context and picture clues).
4.5.5  Summarizes information in texts.
4.5.6 *  Identifies the main idea, details, and sequence of events of a story.
4.5.7*Draws conclusions, makes inferences, predicts, and revises outcomes.
4.5.8 *  Identifies cause and effect.
Reading Habits and Motivation
4.5.9  Reads from a variety of genres.

GRADE 4 - Speaking and Listening
Standard 6:  Uses speaking and listening strategies for a variety of purposes.
4.6.1  Speaks in a variety of settings.
4.6.2  Uses organized and sequenced detail to communicate information and directions.
4.6.3  Uses strategies for oral presentation.
4.6.4  Uses discussion strategies.

Fifth Grade Language Arts

GRADE 5 - Writing
Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process to write for a variety of purposes and audiences.
5.1.1  Uses writing forms for a variety of purposes and audiences 
(e.g., exposition, narration, description, letters, and poetry).
5.1.2  Uses prewriting strategies to generate ideas (e.g., graphic organizers, brainstorming, notes, webs, maps).
5.1.3  Drafts, rereads, reflects, and makes revisions.
5.1.4  Proofreads a rough draft and makes corrections in mechanics, grammar, and usage.
5.1.5  Uses a variety of strategies/methods to publish writing.

Standard 2:  Uses the grammatical and mechanical conventions of written language.
5.2.1  Uses conventions of capitalization.
5.2.2  Uses conventions of punctuation.
5.2.3  Uses conventions of spelling.
5.2.4  Uses appropriate grammar.
5.2.5  Uses paragraph form in writing.

GRADE 5 - Study Skills
Standard 3:  Uses a variety of print and non-print resources to locate and gather information.
5.3.1  Uses print and non-print sources appropriate to the task. 
5.3.2  Uses strategies to gather and organize information.

GRADE 5 - Reading
Standard 4:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process.
WA -  Word Analysis
5.4.1  Decodes words using phonetic and structural analysis (i.e. affixes, syllabication, vowel patterns, complex word families).
5.4.2  Uses knowledge of root words, word origins, derivations, synonyms, antonyms, and idioms to determine meaning of words and 
phrases.
RW - Reading Words
5.4.3  Reads a list of grade-defined words.

Standard 5:  Reads, interprets, and responds to a variety of literary and informational texts. 
F - Fluency
5.5.1  Accurately reads with a rhythm, flow, and meter that sounds like everyday speech.
5.5.2  Varies reading rate to match purpose and difficulty of text.
V - Vocabulary
5.5.3  Understands the meaning of unfamiliar words using a variety of strategies (e.g., dictionary, glossary).
C - Comprehension
5.5.4*  Uses a variety of strategies as an aid to comprehension (identifies fact/opinion, main idea/support, skim/scan).
5.5.5*  Identifies literary elements as an aid to comprehension (plot, main idea, theme, setting).
5.5.6* Utilizes comprehension strategies (e.g. cause/effect, inference, drawing conclusion, predicting outcomes, main idea).
5.5.7* Identifies story elements (e.g., characters, plot, theme, setting).
5.5.8 Uses strategies to respond to literature and informational texts (e.g., summarizing, predicting).



Reading Habits and Motivation
5.5.9  Reads for a variety of purposes (information, entertainment, etc.)
5.5.10  Reads a variety of literary and informational texts (e.g., fantasies, fables, fairy tales, mysteries, fiction, non-fiction, biography, 
poetry, myths, textbook, letters, newspaper, magazines, other resources).

GRADE 5 - Speaking and Listening
Standard 6:  Uses speaking and listening strategies for a variety of purposes.
5.6.1 Uses nonverbal skills to communicate.
5.6.2  Uses verbal skills to communicate.
5.6.3  Uses active listening skills.
5.6.4  Listens for different purposes.
5.6.5  Assumes a variety of roles in small groups.

Sixth Grade Language Arts

GRADE 6 - Writing
Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process to write for a variety of purposes and audiences.
6.1.1 *  Uses writing forms for a variety of purposes and audiences (e.g., exposition, narration, description, letters, and poetry).
6.1.2  Uses prewriting strategies to generate ideas (e.g., brainstorm idea webs, notes, graphic organizers)
6.1.3  Drafts, rereads, reflects, and makes revisions.
6.1.4  Proofreads a rough draft and makes corrections in mechanics, grammar, and usage.
6.1.5  Uses a variety of strategies/methods to publish writing.

Standard 2:  Uses the grammatical and mechanical conventions of written language.
6.2.1  Uses conventions of capitalization (e.g., proper nouns, proper adjectives, titles, family relationships).
6.2.2  Uses conventions of punctuation (e.g., end punctuation, underlining, quotations, apostrophes, commas). 
6.2.3  Uses conventions of spelling.
6.2.4  Uses appropriate grammar (parts of speech, sentence structure, usage).
6.2.5  Uses paragraph form in writing (e.g., indentation, topic sentence, supporting details, conclusion).

GRADE 6 - Study Skills
Standard 3:  Uses a variety of print and non-print resources to locate and gather information.
6.3.1  Selects print and non-print sources appropriate to the task. (e.g., encyclopedias, dictionaries, periodicals, almanacs, atlases).
6.3.2  Uses strategies to gather and organize information (e.g., note-taking, graphic organizers, parts of the book, timelines, outlines).

GRADE 6 - Reading
Standard 4:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process.
6.4.1*Understands the meaning of unfamiliar words using a variety of strategies (context clues, etc.).
6.4.2  Reads for a variety of purposes (for pleasure, for problem-solving).
6.4.3  Uses a variety of strategies as an aid to comprehension (generating questions before, during, and after; rereading and adjusting 
speed).
6.4.4*  Identifies literary elements as an aid to comprehension (main characters, minor characters, setting, plot, theme).

Standard 5:  Reads, interprets, and responds to a variety of literary and informational texts. 
6.5.1  Reads a variety of literary and informational text (e.g., poetry, non-fiction, realistic fiction, short stories, historical fiction, plays, 
myths).
6.5.2*  Utilizes a variety of comprehension strategies (e.g. cause/effect, inference, drawing conclusion, predicting outcomes, main idea).
6.5.3*  Identifies story elements (e.g., characters, plot, theme, setting).
6.5.4  Uses a variety of strategies to respond to literature and informational text (e.g., summarizing, predicting, journaling).

GRADE 6 - Speaking and Listening
Standard 6:  Uses speaking and listening strategies for a variety of purposes.
6.6.1  Uses nonverbal skills to communicate (e.g., eye contact, facial expression, gestures, posture).
6.6.2  Uses verbal skills to communicate (e.g., pitch, tone, stress, juncture, projections, word choice).
6.6.3  Uses active listening skills (e.g., faces speaker, asks questions, paraphrases, gives feedback).
6.6.4  Listens for different purposes (e.g., gain information, be entertained, understand a different perspective).
6.6.5  Assumes a variety of roles in small groups (e.g., listener, leader, facilitator, contributor).

 



Seventh Grade Language Arts

GRADE 7 - Writing
Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process to write for a variety of purposes and audiences.
7.1.1   Uses writing forms for a variety of purposes and audiences (e.g., exposition - research and technical;  narration, description, and 
persuasion).
7.1.2 Uses strategies to achieve organization in writing (e.g., prewriting, transitional devices, logical order).
7.1.3  Drafts, rereads, reflects, and makes revisions.
7.1.4  Proofreads a rough draft and makes corrections in mechanics, grammar, and usage.
7.1.5  Uses a variety of strategies/methods to publish writing.
7.1.6  Uses literary devices to clarify and enhance ideas (e.g., imagery, tone, mood, vocabulary, characterization, theme).

Standard 2:  Uses the grammatical and mechanical conventions of written language.
7.2.1  Uses conventions of capitalization (e.g., proper nouns, proper adjectives, titles, family relationships).
7.2.2  Uses conventions of punctuation (e.g., end punctuation, underlining, quotations, apostrophes, commas, colons, semi-colons). 
7.2.3  Uses conventions of spelling.
7.2.4  Uses appropriate grammar (parts of speech, sentence structure, usage).
7.2.5  Uses paragraph form in writing (e.g., indent, topics sentence, supporting details, conclusion, transitions).

GRADE 7 - Study Skills
Standard 3:  Uses a variety of print and non-print resources to locate and gather information.
7.3.1  Selects print and non-print sources appropriate to the task. (e.g., encyclopedias, dictionaries, periodicals, almanacs, atlases, and 
primary sources).
7.3.2  Uses strategies to gather and organize information (e.g., note-taking, graphic organizers, parts of the book, timelines, outlines. 
bibliography, direct quotes).

GRADE 7 - Reading
Standard 4:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process.
7.4.1  Understands the meaning of unfamiliar words using a variety of strategies (thesauri, dictionaries, etc.).
7.4.2  Reads for a variety of purposes (to find information, to gain understanding of diverse viewpoints).
7.4.3  Uses a variety of strategies as an aid to comprehension (e.g. summarization, prediction, connection).
7.4.4  Identifies literary elements as an aid to comprehension (e.g. point of view, foreshadowing, flashback).

Standard 5:  Reads, interprets, and responds to a variety of literary and informational texts. 
7.5.1*  Identifies the defining features and structures of a variety of literary and information texts.
7.5.2*  Understands how literary elements (e.g., characters, plot, theme) and devices (e.g., foreshadowing, figurative language, point of 
view, jargon, dialect) affect a literary work.
7.5.3*  Evaluates literary and informational texts (e.g. interprets theme and mood, identifies main ideas, draws conclusions, connects with 
prior knowledge).

GRADE 7 - Speaking and Listening
Standard 6:  Uses speaking and listening strategies for a variety of purposes.
7.6.1  Uses nonverbal skills to communicate (e.g., eye contact, facial expression, gestures, posture).
7.6.2  Uses verbal skills to communicate (e.g., pitch, tone, stress, juncture, projections, word choice).
7.6.3  Uses active listening skills (e.g., faces speaker, asks questions, paraphrases, gives feedback).
7.6.4  Listens for different purposes (e.g., gain information, be entertained, understand a different perspective).
7.6.5  Assumes a variety of roles in small groups (e.g., listener, leader, facilitator, contributor).

Eighth Grade Language Arts

GRADE 8 - Writing
Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process to write for a variety of purposes and audiences.
8.1.1   Uses writing forms for a variety of purposes and audiences (e.g., exposition - research and technical;  narration, description, and 
persuasion).
8.1.2 Uses strategies to achieve organization in writing (e.g., prewriting, transitional devices, logical order).
8.1.3  Drafts, rereads, reflects, and makes revisions.
8.1.4  Proofreads a rough draft and makes corrections in mechanics, grammar, and usage.
8.1.5  Uses a variety of strategies/methods to publish writing.
8.1.6  Uses literary devices to clarify and enhance ideas (e.g., imagery, tone, mood, vocabulary, characterization, theme).

Standard 2:  Uses the grammatical and mechanical conventions of written language.
8.2.1  Uses conventions of capitalization (e.g., proper nouns, proper adjectives, titles, family relationships).
8.2.2  Uses conventions of punctuation (e.g., end punctuation, underlining, quotations, apostrophes, commas, colons, semi-colons). 
8.2.3  Uses conventions of spelling.
8.2.4  Uses appropriate grammar (parts of speech, sentence structure, usage).
8.2.5  Uses paragraph form in writing (e.g., indentation, topics sentence, supporting details, conclusion, transitions).



GRADE 8 - Study Skills
Standard 3:  Uses a variety of print and non-print resources to locate and gather information.
8.3.1  Selects print and non-print sources appropriate to the task. (e.g., encyclopedias, dictionaries, periodicals, almanacs, atlases, and 
primary sources).
8.3.2  Uses strategies to gather and organize information (e.g., note-taking, graphic organizers, parts of the book, timelines, outlines. 
bibliography, direct quotes).

GRADE 8 - Reading
Standard 4:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process.
8.4.1* Understands the meaning of unfamiliar words using a variety of strategies (context clues, prefixes, suffixes).
8.4.2  Reads for a variety of purposes (e.g., to make decisions, to enjoy the experience of reading).
8.4.3  Uses a variety of strategies as an aid to comprehension (e.g. pause, reread, consult another source).

8.4.4  Identifies literary elements as an aid to comprehension (e.g., symbolism, main/sub plot, resolution of conflict).

Standard 5:  Reads, interprets, and responds to a variety of literary and informational texts. 
8.5.1*  Identifies the defining features and structures of a variety of literary and information texts.
8.5.2*  Understands how literary elements (e.g., characters, plot, theme) and devices (e.g., foreshadowing, figurative language, point of 
view, etc.) affect a literary work.
8.5.3*  Evaluates literary and informational texts (e.g., interprets theme and mood, identifies main ideas, draws conclusions, connects with 
prior knowledge).

GRADE 8 - Speaking and Listening
Standard 6:  Uses speaking and listening strategies for a variety of purposes.
8.6.1  Uses nonverbal skills to communicate (e.g., eye contact, facial expression, gestures, posture).
8.6.2  Uses verbal skills to communicate (e.g., pitch, tone, stress, juncture, projections, word choice).
8.6.3  Uses active listening skills (e.g., faces speaker, asks questions, paraphrases, gives feedback).
8.6.4  Listens for different purposes (e.g., gain information, be entertained, understand a different perspective).
8.6.5  Assumes a variety of roles in small groups (e.g., listener, leader, facilitator, contributor).

High School Language Arts -
Grades 9 and 10

Writing
Standard 1 - Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process to write for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
9-10.1.1 Uses strategies for pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, proofreading, and publishing written work.
9-10.1.2 Writes compositions that have a strong overall sense of organization and coherence.
9-10.1.3 Writes compositions that demonstrate effective use of descriptive language that clarifies and enhances ideas.
9-10.1.4   Makes effective use of a variety of techniques for providing supportive detail (e.g., anecdotes, examples, comparisons)
9-10.1.5 Demonstrates competence in writing different types of compositions (i.e., narrative, expository, persuasive, autobiographical, 
interpretive and poetic).

Standard 2:  Uses the grammatical and mechanical conventions of written language.
9-10.2.1 Demonstrates correct grammar and sentence structure with no significant errors in fragments and run-ons.  
9-10.2.2 (Spelling)  Writes compositions with no significant errors in the spelling of frequently used words.  
9-10.2.3 (Cap/Punct)  Uses conventions of punctuation and capitalization in written compositions.

Standard 3 - Uses a variety of print and non-print resources to locate and gather information.
9-10.3.1 Uses a variety of print and non-print sources to gather information.  
9-10.3.2 Synthesizes a variety of information into an appropriate sequence.

Reading
Standard 4 - Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process.
9-10.4.1 Understands and builds age-appropriate vocabulary.
9-10.4.2 Reads for understanding and to increase knowledge.

Standard 5 - Reads, interprets, and responds to a variety of literary and informational texts. 
9-10.5.1 Identifies defining characteristics of a variety of literary and nonliterary texts.
9-10.5.2 Understands character development in literary texts.
9-10.5.3 Understands relationships between concepts and details in informational and literary texts (main idea and details).
9-10.5.4  Understands literary techniques

Speaking and Listening
Standard 6 - Uses speaking and listening strategies for a variety of purposes.
9-10.6.1  Gains practice in different types of speech delivery.  
9-10.6.2  Applies effective listening skills. 



High School Language Arts - 
Grades 11 and 12

Writing
Standard 1 - Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process to write for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
11-12.1.1 Produces a research paper utilizing correct format and documentation.
11-12.1.2  Writes compositions that are focused for a specific audience and purpose.
11-12.1.3  Writes compositions that use a variety of writing techniques to exhibit effective organization with strong intro developed body, 
and strong conclusions, a clear personal style and voice.

11-12.1.4 Demonstrates competence in writing different types of compositions using the writing process.

Standard 2 - Uses the grammatical and mechanical conventions of written language.
11-12.2.1 Uses conventions of punctuation in written composition (colons, semicolons, apostrophes, italics, hyphens, dashes, quotation 
marks, commas).
11-12.2.2 Writes compositions with no significant errors in spelling of frequently used words.
11-2.2.3 Writes compositions with a variety of sentence structures and lengths (sentence combining, parallel structure).

Standard 3 - Uses a variety of print and non-print resources to locate and gather information.
11-12.3.1 Determines the validity, credibility, reliability, and appropriateness of sources.
11-12.3.2 Summarizes a variety of information for research purposes.

Reading
Standard 4 - Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process. 
11-12.4.1 Understands and builds age-appropriate vocabulary.
11-12.4.2 Reads for understanding and to increase knowledge.

Standard 5 - Reads, interprets, and responds to a variety of literary and informational texts. 
11-12.5.1 Reads a variety of literary and nonliterary texts.
11-12.5.2 Understands the effectiveness of techniques used to convey author's purpose and viewpoints.  
11-12.5.3 - Understands elements used in literary texts. (structure, style, mood, tone, imagery)
11-12.5.4  Understands figurative language in literary texts.  (metaphor, simile, foreshadowing).
11-12.5.5  Understands connections among literary works based on theme.
11-12.5.6 Understands historical and cultural influences on a literary selection.
11.12.5.7 Uses text features to support inferences.
11-12.5.8 Understands the effectiveness of complex elements of plots.  

Speaking and Listening
Standard 6 - Uses speaking and listening strategies for a variety of purposes.
11-12.6.1 Performs advanced - level speeches.
11-12.6.2  Analyzes factors that commonly affect language usage, gender, culture, and vocabulary, etc.  
11-12.6.3  Makes well-informed and well-organized formal presentations.
11-12.6.4 Makes explicit use of various techniques for effective presentations (modulation of voice, inflection, tempos, enunciation, 
physical gestures).
11-12.6.5 Critiques and analyzes presentations. Asks questions to broaden and enrich learning and classroom discussions.  




